


An area of [10’ x 10’] is 
defined as sector for all types 
of hydrocarbons. One or 
more than one contiguous 
sector can be combined to 
form a block for EoI.  

Indian sedimentary basins 
gridded into sectors and 
divided into zones with the 
corresponding data are made 
available on the National 
Data repository.  

For POC  
Exploration 

Period-6 Yrs. 
Contract 

Period- 20 Yrs.  

For RC 
Contract 

Period : 2 Yrs 

EoI 
Submission  

Finalization of Block 
and Invitation to Bid 

through NIO  

Bid 
submission  

Bid evaluation 
and Declaration 

of Bid winner  

Signing of 
Contract  

 Party submitting EOI 
will be termed as 
originator for the 
area  

 Online payment of 
Non-refundable 
application fee equal 
to 1000 USD  

 Area gets blocked 
for a particular type 
of contract  

 For a given area, EOI 
for petroleum 
operations contract 
would be preferred 
over reconnaissance 
contract.  

 Block for bidding 
to be finalized by 
DGH based on 
EoI vetted by 
DGH through 
inter ministry 
clearance. 

 NIO to be 
published by DGH 
along with list of 
offered blocks 

 Online bid submission 
within 10 weeks  

 Hard copy submission 
within 1 week  

 Investor(s) participating 
in competitive bidding 
process conducted after 
suo motu EoI of 
Originator(s) is 
accepted, is/are referred 
as “Pursuers(s)”. 

 Pursuers to make Online 
payment of application 
fee equal to 1000 USD.  

For POC 

Technical qualification criteria  

 Operatorship experience  

 Acreage holding or production  

Financial qualification criteria 

 Networth  

 Cashflow  

Bid evaluation criteria  

 Work programme 

 Revenue share 

 Originator incentive (5%)  

Investor Studies 
the Data 

Available on NDR  

For RC 

Technical qualification criteria  

 No technical criteria 

Financial qualification criteria 

 Networth  

Bid evaluation criteria  

 Work programme 

 Originator incentive (10%)  

Option to Migrate from 
Reconnaissance contract to  

petroleum operations contract 
will be available (only after 

completion of RC) 

Window 1 – 1st July – 31st December 
Window 2 – 1st January – 30th June 

10 weeks 10 weeks 3 weeks 

NDR : National Data Repository 

POC : Petroleum Operations Contract 

RC : Reconnaissance Contract 

EOI : Expression of Interest 


